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Above Actors from Storybook Theater performed 

a scene from Little Women at Candlelight Tours. 

Middle (Top) Lucy Gobber and Ella Prater 

portrayed mourners at October Ghost Tours. 

Middle (Bottom) A new exhibit, Hunting 

Freedom, opened in January at Wornall. 

Far Right WMHM & KCPT partnered in January 

for a Civil War fashion show. 

Wornall/Majors Announces New Membership Benefits 

H 
elp to preserve the Wornall/Majors House Museums with the sustaining gift 

of a membership and receive great new member benefits!  Our members are 

at the core of what we do and provide critical operating support needed to 

bring you the programs that you know and love. We are launching a new streamlined 

membership program that will give you the best value for your money and the 

knowledge that you are providing optimal support to the Museums. 

Throughout 2017 and going forward, all members will receive free or reduced pricing on 

most Wornall/Majors events, as well as special members-only early access to our Herb Sale. As always, members 

can tour the Wornall and Majors Houses for free. Higher levels of giving receive even more benefits, including 

discounts in our gift shop and Majors Barn rentals, and complimentary tickets to our biennial Garden Tour. 

We hope you will consider joining the Museums as a new member, renewing your current membership, or renewing 

at a higher level of giving.  



A Letter from Board Chair Joe Vaughan 
Dear Members and Friends of the Museums: 

Many of us have been disappointed by the mild winter weather in the Kansas City area this 

winter season. But for those of us serving on the board, responsible for these two historic 

houses, a mild winter is a blessing! Our Midwest geographical location presents every kind 

of weather mother nature makes. The warmth of the past winter has saved both houses from going through the 

usual winter freeze-thaw cycles that stresses these pre-Civil War treasures. 

As 2017 begins, I am looking forward to renewing old relationships and making new ones as another year of 

broad range educational and fun activities gets underway. 

If you have not paid your annual dues, please do so as soon as possible. We will be focusing on a membership 

drive this year so that more folks can learn about and enjoy these distinctly unique historic properties. Here are 

some places I hope to see you soon: 

• At the new Hunting Freedom exhibit at the Alexander Majors House through June. It tells the story of the 

many paths to emancipation during the Civil War in Missouri. 

• At the Majors Barn on April 23 for a cooking with herbs demonstration between 2 and 4 p.m. The always-

popular Herb Cocktail Party is four days later on April 27th from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Check the website at 

www.wornallmajors.org for ticket information. 

• And at both Museums—they are open for you, your family and friends to visit, learn and enjoy! And always 

bring a potential new member with you – we have plenty of applications and lots of fun for people to enjoy 

over and over with our many activities, displays and other events!  

Sincerely yours, 

Joe H. Vaughan, Board President                                                                                                                                   

Majors Wood Restoration Nearing Funding Goal 

T 
hanks to generous donors who recognize the importance of the historic Alexander Majors House, we are 

within 20% of our funding goal for wood siding restoration at the house. Built in 1856, the Majors House 

not only served as a family home for Alexander Majors, but also as headquarters for his freighting company 

that moved goods westward on the Santa Fe, Oregon, and California trails.  

The home was built as part of Majors’ 300-acre farm, which today would span from 75th-89th Streets and from 

Summit to State Line Road. Built in a modified Greek Revival style, the house features a unique second story recessed 

porch and 43 windows containing 533 panes of glass. The house is T-shaped, 

built of heavy oak timbers and square nails. Because of its age, significant 

wood damage has begun to occur and deteriorate the distinctive white wood 

siding of the house. 

Repair work is slated to begin on the house in mid-summer 2017. If you 

would like to help us close our funding gap, please contact Kerrie Nichols at 

816-444-1858 or visit www.wornallmajors.org/donations.  



Celebrate Herbs This April! 
Cooking with Herbs Chef  Demo: Sunday, April 23 

2:00 PM 
Alexander Majors Barn 
8201 State Line Road, Kansas City, MO 64114 

Taste delicious, herb-centered food made by Cody Hogan, chef de cuisine of Lidia’s 
Kansas City, and receive professional cooking tips and recipes. Then make a connection 
with the past as you learn about historic open hearth cooking. 

$25 per person. This is an exclusive event with limited tickets available, so don’t delay in 
buying your tickets! 

Herb Cocktail Party: Thursday, April 27 

6:00 PM 
Alexander Majors Barn 
8201 State Line Road, Kansas City, MO 64114 

Drink your herbs! Join us for our annual Herb Cocktail Party and enjoy four aromatic and 
enticing cocktails centered around herbs that can be found in the historic Wornall House 
Herb Garden, made by some of the most exciting mixologists in Kansas City. In addition, 
Shannon “Firebug” Kimball will create a delicious herb-fronted tasting menu to perfectly 
compliment the featured cocktails. Then finish the evening off with an amazing dessert! 

All-inclusive tickets are only $45, or $40 for Wornall/Majors members. 

Herb & Wildflower Sale: Saturday, April 29 

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
John Wornall House Museum 
6115 Wornall Road, Kansas City, MO 64113 
Members-only Early Access Sale: Friday, April 28, 1:00—4:00 PM 

The Herb and Wildflower Sale at the John Wornall House is a beloved annual tradition in 
the community. Join us to buy wildflowers from the Missouri Wildflower Nursery and 
locally grown herbs for your garden. Purchase multiple varieties of herbs and wildflowers, 
stroll the Wornall Herb Garden, and get herb-growing advice from the Wornall gardeners 
and Master Gardeners of Greater Kansas City. Arrive early for the best selection! 
Proceeds support the Museum’s community education programs for all ages. 

Visit http://www.wornallmajors.org/2017-herb-celebration/  

for more information or to buy tickets.  

Tickets can also be purchased by calling 816-444-1858. 



Staff  Spotlight: Savannah Lore 

Welcome to New Site Coordinator James Townsend! 

W 
e are excited to welcome James Townsend to Wornall/Majors as 

our new Majors House Site Coordinator. The Alexander Majors 

House and Barn is a very complex part of the Wornall/Majors 

House Museums. It serves as the historic setting for telling the story of 

Alexander Majors and westward expansion, as a location for many of our 

educational and fundraising programs, and as an important revenue source 

through barn rentals. James will assist in managing these complexities 

through his role as Majors Site Coordinator.  He has previously worked at the 

Kansas City Care Clinic, Save Inc., and the Epilepsy Foundation. 

S 
avannah Lore serves as weekend manager of the Alexander Majors House, and 

has also served as 2016 Director of Camp Wornall/Majors. Her role includes 

giving tours of the Majors House, assisting with private tours and field trips, and 

supervising Saturday Morning Storytime at the Majors Barn. Raised in Sullivan, Mo., 

Savannah moved to Kansas City to enroll in the Public History program at UMKC, where 

she studied women in the sciences in the nineteenth century. Specifically, Savannah 

researched women in the mathematics department at the University of Kansas in the 

1890s. She graduated in December 2016 with her Master’s in Public History. 

She credits her mother with inspiring her interest in history. “My mother is very interested in antiques and historical 

information in general—she’s the family historian. I’ve spent lots of time researching family genealogy with her.” 

“I really love just being in the house,” explains Savannah. “It’s easier to imagine history when you’re standing there.” 

And luckily for Savannah, her favorite local historic figure was Alexander Majors himself, whom she describes as “a 

businessman, first and foremost.” We are pleased that Savannah has the chance to share Majors’ story with the 

public. 

We have recently lost some dear friends of the House Museums, and we will always be grateful for their support. 

Dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph restored both the Wornall family square grand piano and the piano at the Majors House, 
kept them in tune, and played them at various events.  He also left the museums a very generous bequest that will 
help our restoration efforts and provide for his continued support through our endowment fund. 

Mary Shaw (“Shawsie”) Branton was an active member of the Jackson County Historical Society when the society 
purchased and restored the Wornall House, and she was an enthusiastic supporter from then on.  She served as 
chairman of the Wornall House Board, and she spearheaded the restoration of the house’s master bedroom. 

Barbara Elliott served as chairman of the Wornall House board and as a board member for many years.  Barbara 
spent countless hours volunteering for the Wornall House over many years and in many capacities.     

Madalene Woodbury was a true history lover and long-time patron of the House Museums.  

Margaret Lyddon was a popular and engaging docent of the Wornall House since the 1970s.      

We Remember Our Friends 



D 
id you know? Members of the Wornall family owned and lived in the Wornall House continuously from 

the time it was built until it was sold to the Jackson County Historical Society in 1964—with one 

exception.  In 1909, the house was sold to J.C. Nichols, and it was briefly used as classrooms for what was 

to become the Pembroke Hill Country Day School. The Wornall family exercised an option to repurchase the 

property and brought it back into family ownership after just two years. 

A Wornall Family Legacy 

T 
he antique square grand piano in the parlor at the Wornall 
House was purchased by the Wornalls in 1867 – 150 years 
ago.  The piano was made by the Steinway & Sons Piano 

Company from their design patented November 29, 1859.  The 
instrument has remained in the Wornall House ever since it was 
purchased.  According to Wornall family members, the piano 
was shipped to Kansas City by riverboat from St. Louis.  It was 
manufactured in New York City. 

The piano was the top of the line when it was built.  Only 
prosperous families could afford a piano of this quality in their 
homes.  The case is made of rosewood – a beautiful wood used 
frequently in furniture in the Victorian Period, but rare today.  
It is a seven octave, square grand piano in the Roccoco style.    

When the Jackson County Historical Society purchased the Wornall House from the Wornall family, the piano 
remained at the house.  It was not in condition to be played until our dear friend, the late Dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, 
volunteered to restore the piano into playing condition.  Dr. Prince-Joseph then volunteered to tune the instrument 
and to play it for many events held in the house.  

The square grand piano was the piano of choice for 150 years, but today it is almost extinct.  It has suffered a “bad 
rap” among musicians who claim that these pianos cannot hold a tune, and they prefer the sound of the modern 
grand piano.  

However, these pianos can be restored, and they can produce a lovely sound and be made to stay in tune.  Today, 
visitors to the Wornall House are enchanted by the beautiful sound of this historic piano. Most recently, it was 
played at the Wornall House Holiday Open House in December 2016. 

Wornall family reunion 1903 Wornall family reunion 2003 

Artifact Fact: Wornall Square Grand Piano 

Above Dr. Bruce Prince-

Joseph restoring the 

piano in 1987. 

Left Piano interior 



Celebrating Our Wonderful Volunteers! 
Wornall/Majors volunteers are critical to the success of the Houses. Volunteers serve in many 

capacities, including tour guides, gardeners, board members, special event volunteers, 

costumed interpreters, interns, and more! These dedicated individuals bring history to life for 

thousands of individuals each year through their unique skills and talents. If you would like to 

join our family of volunteers, please email administrator@wornallmajors.org with your area 

of interest and general availability. All volunteers receive training and are invited to special 

outings and volunteer appreciation events. 

Volunteers contributed over 1,000 hours of  service in 2016! 

Let’s hear it for the following amazing volunteers: 

Sandy Nickel—Most volunteer hours, public tour docent 

Clara Van Draska—Most volunteer hours, field trips & private tours 

Caden Gird—Most volunteer hours, public events 

Lucy Gobber—Most volunteer hours as a junior volunteer  

A 
s we move into the spring season, there is much work to be done to maintain the spacious yard of the 

Wornall House. Thanks to the hard work of Master Gardeners of Greater Kansas City and others, the yard 

remains a wonderful community resource and place for visitors to stroll and reflect. 

This spring, there will be many great additions to the yard, including two new apple trees and monarch habitat 

plants from Platte Land Trust. And it’s not just plants that will be getting a makeover—thanks to an Eagle Scout 

group, the picket fence and arbor in the historic herb garden will be repaired and painted. A beautiful memorial 

bench, in memory of Mary Kay Campbell is another recent new feature to the yard, and has a lovely view of the 

herb garden, making it the perfect place to sit and reflect. 

Many master gardeners will be present at the Wornall 

House’s Herb & Wildflower Sale on April 29 to share their 

growing expertise with shoppers, so be sure to stop by to 

learn and to tell them thank you for all of their hard work. 

Wornall Garden Made Beautiful by Dedicated Volunteers 



National Volunteer Week is April 23-29, 2017 

F 
orty-seven years is a remarkable amount of time to maintain a 

commitment to a single non-profit organization, but that is the track 

record of Cathy Campbell’s volunteer service to the Wornall House.  In 

1970 Cathy, husband Chuck—a retired Marine Corp lieutenant colonel—and 

their family arrived in Kansas City and purchased their first home just six blocks 

from the Wornall House.  With the children in school, Cathy sought new friends 

and fulfilling volunteer service in the community.  What better place to offer her 

time and talents than the Wornall House Museum.   

She began as a docent in the Wornall House itself, but soon became intrigued by the herbs being cultivated along 

the north side of the house.  In the herb garden she developed her interest and knowledge of historically accurate 

herbs and plants that would have seasoned the food and supported the health of a mid-nineteenth century family 

such as the Wornalls.   

Under Cathy’s leadership, the biennial Wornall House Garden Tour and the Annual Herb and Plant Sale were 

established in the late 1980s.  Both events are highly anticipated in the Kansas City gardening community.  Most 

importantly, both are very successful signature fundraising events for the Museums as well.   

In addition to leading the herb garden volunteers, Cathy served on the Board of Directors for several terms from the 

1980s until 2000.  Today, Cathy is a garden and landscape advisor to the Board and is a visible and hardworking 

presence at every herb sale and garden tour.  

When asked what drew her to gardening, Cathy said that as a girl she watched her mother cultivate abundant old-

fashioned roses in her southern California garden. Although Cathy has retired from Wornall House gardening, she 

still lovingly tends her garden at home, where the hostas and hydrangeas flourish in the shade and the daylilies and 

lady’s mantle dazzle in her sunny borders. 

Volunteer Spotlight: Cathy Campbell 

Volunteers Make It Happen! 
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John Wornall House Museum 

6115 Wornall Road; Kansas City, MO 64113 

Alexander Majors House Museum 

8201 State Line Road; Kansas City, MO 64114 

Contact Us: 

816-444-1858; administrator@wornallmajors.org 

facebook.com/wornallmajors 

@historyalivekc 

Newsletter contributors: 

Sarah Bader-King 

Daphne Bitters 

Day Kerr 

Lynn  Mackle 

Joe Vaughan 

Majors House Open for Season with New Exhibit 
The Majors House is open for tours for the season! Learn about the life of frontier freighter 

Alexander Majors and life in the mid-nineteenth century at this historic antebellum home. 

The exhibit Hunting Freedom will also be on display through June. The exhibit explores the 

end of slavery on the Kansas-Missouri border. 

On May 13 at 1:00 PM, join us in the barn for a celebration of the new exhibit, with insight 

into its curation and interesting behind-the-scenes stories. Enjoy a light reception, and then 

take a tour of the exhibit for the reduced price of $5. 

The exhibit is also viewable during normal tour hours at the Majors House: Friday-Sunday, 1-4 PM. 

Wornall/Majors 2017 Board of  Directors 

Daphne Bitters 

Gloria Dobbs 

Libby Gessley 

Shane Hamman 

Vicky Helgesen 

Janet Kelley, Treasurer 

Day Kerr 

Janice McCollum 

Tricia Miller 

Chad Milton, Vice Chair 

Michael Monaco 

Diane Mutti-Burke 

Marianne Noll, Secretary 

Foster Paulette 

Alex Rosser 

Vicki Smith 

Alisha Thomson 

Joe Vaughan, Chair 

Esther Walker-Young 

Camp Wornall/Majors: Register Today! 

Camp Wornall/Majors—Full Week Camps 

Session A: June 12-16 (M-F, 9AM-4PM) 

Session B: July 10-14 (M-F, 9AM-4PM) 

$250 per child ($225 for Wornall/Majors members) 

Thematic One Day Camps 

June 8: Toys and Games 

June 26 Life on the Frontier 

July 18: Civil War Field Day 

Day camps $50 per child 

Travel through history with us as we explore life on 

the frontier, from Native American communities 

through the Civil War. Wornall/Majors offers both 

immersive week-long camps and thematic day 

camps for children who have completed 

kindergarten through age 12.  

Campers will interact with reenactors, participate in     

              hands-on activities, and more. 

 

Register or learn more at 

www.wornallmajors.org/ 

learn/summer-camp 


