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News for Immediate Release

June 21, 2017
Contact: Sarah Bader-King,

Director of Public Programming & Events
Wornall/Majors House Museums
programs@wornallmajors.org
(816) 444-1858

Wornall/Majors House Museums Receives Freedom’s Frontier Grant to Expand Reach of Alexander Majors House Museum
The Alexander Majors House Museum in Kansas City, MO is pleased to announce that the Wornall/Majors House Museums is the recipient of a Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage Area Interpretive Grant in the amount of $2,925 for the interpretation in the Majors House.

This grant funding will allow the Wornall/Majors House Museums to share the story of Alexander Majors, a man with both national and local relevance. Majors was instrumental in making Kansas City a gateway to the west, and contributed greatly to westward expansion and commerce through his freighting company Russell, Majors, Waddell. His legacy also includes the Pony Express, a fast mail delivery service that he founded with his partners. Due to limited staff and budget, the Majors House is only open to the public two days a week. The Freedom’s Frontier grant will allow the Museums to be open more often and make history come alive for both Kansas City residents and visitors to the region.
“Alexander Majors is one of our forgotten giants of history,” said Sarah Bader-King, Wornall/Majors House Museums’ Director of Public Programming and Events. “Without his contributions, Kansas City wouldn’t have become the commerce and transportation hub it is today, and his company even made the Kansas City stockyards possible. The Museums are so excited to tell the story of this significant and complex man.”
The Freedom’s Frontier Interpretive Grant program was started in 2012. Since then, more than 90 projects have been awarded grant funding. Grant projects have been completed on both sides of the Missouri-Kansas border, in the 41-county region that comprises the heritage area.

Projects awarded grant funding must interpret local history, and connect to one or more of the three major themes of the heritage area: the shaping of the frontier, the Missouri-Kansas Border War, and the enduring struggle for freedom. Grants range in amount from under $1,500 to $5,000. All awards over $1,500 require that the grant recipient show a local match of half the amount of the award. This match can be in the form of cash, or in-kind donations and staff and volunteer time.

Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage Area is one of 49 heritage areas in the U.S. Heritage areas are nonprofit affiliates of the National Park Service (NPS). They act as coordinating entities between the local organizations telling nationally significant stories and the NPS.
Freedom’s Frontier was established as a heritage area on October 12, 2006, when signed into law by President George Bush. The heritage area’s management plan was approved by the Department of the Interior and the NPS in 2010. Freedom’s Frontier is headquartered in the Carnegie Building, 200 W 9th St., in Lawrence, KS.

The Wornall/Majors House Museums manages two of Kansas City’s most significant and dynamic historic structures: the John Wornall House and the Alexander Majors House. The houses, both on the National Register of Historic Places, not only tell the stories of their former residents, but also touch on greater themes and stories from American history: the Civil War, the lives of women, slavery and the struggle for freedom, westward expansion and transportation, and frontier life. More information about the Museums’ programs at www.wornallmajors.org. 
Grant applications are accepted from organizations within the borders of the heritage area which have signed a partner pledge with Freedom’s Frontier, and meet all other qualifications for grant funding. Applications are reviewed quarterly by a peer group from the partnership. Organizations are asked to complete their grant projects within a year of the grant award. For more information about Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage Area, visit the website at www.freedomsfrontier.org. 
Freedom’s Frontier National Heritage Area is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. We provided no goods or services in exchange for your generous donation. 

                                                                                                               


